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are connected with the formulation of certain problems, of which three rose into pre-eminence : the question of the laws regulating the embryology of the organism, the question of the laws which govern regeneration, and the question of the origin of the germ. The last question includes the problems of generation, and of so-called heredity, and also that of so-called "spontaneous " generation.
The theories, or attempts at a solution of these problems, group themselves in the following logical framework.
Development can take place either on the ground of a pre-existence of the form in the germ (in which case it is only growth of something already existing), or it is the construction of something differentiated out of something more or less undifferentiated. This division gives us, to begin with, the comprehensive fundamental concepts of evolution and epigenesis.
Now the conception of evolution may be confined to the actual development from the germ, whereas the genesis of the germ itself is regarded as a new formation, as epigenesis ; or on the other hand, all new formation may be denied. The theory of evolution then becomes the theory of " embolte-ment," and it is asserted that all germs boxed up in each other have pre-existed ever since the creation. Here again a division takes place on the ground as to whether the male or the female contribution to the germ is the bearer of this enclosed element. We thus get the two schools of the " Animalculists " and the " Ovulists."
Epigenesis, on the other hand, may be thought of not only as new formation of something organised